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Council on Podiatric Medical Education 
 

One Hundred Sixth Annual Report, 2025 
 
CPME Mission and Goals  
 
The Council on Podiatric Medical Education (Council or CPME) is an autonomous, professional 
accrediting agency that evaluates and accredits educational institutions and programs in the 
specialized field of podiatric medicine. CPME is designated by the American Podiatric Medical 
Association to serve as the accrediting agency for podiatric medical education.  
 
CPME Mission 
 
The mission of the Council is to promote the quality of graduate education, postgraduate 
education, certification, and continuing education. By confirming these programs meet 
established standards and requirements, the Council serves to protect the public, podiatric 
medical students, and doctors of podiatric medicine. 
 
To achieve its mission, CPME has adopted and prioritized the following objectives:  
 

1. Assure and enhance the quality of the educational outcome at all levels in podiatric 
medicine. 

2. Assure and enhance the quality of the educational process at all levels in podiatric 
medicine. 

3. Maintain compliance with the criteria for recognition established by the U.S. Secretary 
of Education and the Council for Higher Education Accreditation. 

4. Regulate compliance with standards, requirements, and criteria established by CPME. 
5. Establish and maintain good lines of communication with the community of interest. 
6. Be responsive to innovative concepts in podiatric medical education and training. 
7. Review and resolve complaints received about colleges, providers of continuing 

education, residency and fellowship program sponsors, and specialty boards. 
8. Seek out ways to improve upon the quality and methods of the CPME evaluation 

processes. 
9. Participate in the national discussion on issues concerning accreditation, including, but 

not limited to, maintaining membership in the Association of Specialized and 
Professional Accreditors. 

 
Guiding Principles 
 
The success of CPME is based on the following guiding principles. A commitment to: 

• the CPME mission; 
• the engagement in continuous quality improvement and learning; 
• the contribution of CPME to the profession; and 
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• the cultivation and support of an environment that reflects a commitment to a broad 
representation and respect within its member institutions, board and staff, 
representatives, and all who are served by these groups. 

 
CPME Meetings 
 
Spring 2025 
 
The Council on Podiatric Medical Education held its spring meeting on May 3, 2025. The 
recommendations emanating from council committees, which completed their deliberations at 
meetings and conference calls held from February–May, constitute the majority of each CPME 
agenda and include the review of site visit reports and progress reports from the colleges of 
podiatric medicine. The Specialty Board Recognition Committee (SBRC) held its meeting in 
February. The Continuing Education Committee (CEC) and the Residency Review Committee 
(RRC) held their meetings in March, and the Accreditation Committee, Budget Planning 
Committee, and Executive Committee met in May. 
 
Fall 2025 
 
The Council on Podiatric Medical Education held its fall meeting on October 17–18, 2025. Most 
agenda items were based on recommendations from Council committees that met between 
September and October, including reviews of annual and progress reports from the colleges of 
podiatric medicine. The Nominating Committee met in July and August; the Continuing 
Education Committee and Residency Review Committee met in September; and the 
Accreditation, Budget Planning, and Executive Committees met in October. 
 
CPME Officers and Elections  
 
At the spring meeting, the Council elected its officers to be effective at the close of the 
Council’s October 2025 meeting: Dr. Alyssa Stephenson was elected chair and Dr. Steven Vyce 
was elected vice chair. 
 

• Alyssa Stephenson, DPM is a podiatrist at the Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center in Phoenix, AZ. Dr. Stephenson serves as a college site visit evaluator, residency 
and fellowship evaluator, and as chair of the Continuing Education Committee and the 
Specialty Board Recognition Committee. 

 
• Steven Vyce, DPM serves as chief, Department of Podiatric Surgery and Medicine, Yale-

New Haven Medical Center in New Haven, CT. Dr. Vyce serves as a CPME residency and 
fellowship evaluator and as chair of the Residency Review Committee. 

 
Elections to the Council were conducted at the October 2025 meeting. Drs. Harry Schneider and 
Steven Vyce were elected to a third three-year term as at-large and academic members; 
Dr. Jonathan Labovitz was elected to a three-year term as an at-large and administrator 
member; Dr. Laura Sansosti was elected to a three-year term as an at-large and educator/non-
administrator member; Dr. Paul Di Liddo was elected to a three-year term as an at-large and 
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practitioner member; Dr. Jennifer Mathews was elected to a third three-year term as a public 
member; and Ms. Amanda Soelle was elected to a second three-year term as a public member. 
 

• Harry P. Schneider, DPM is the Residency Program Director at Cambridge Health Alliance 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Dr. Schneider serves as a member of the Residency 
Review Committee, the Specialty Board Recognition Committee, the Collaborative 
Residency Evaluation Committee, and as a college and residency site visit evaluator. 

 
• Jonathan Labovitz, DPM is the dean of the Western University of Health Sciences College 

of Podiatric Medicine in Pomona, California. Dr. Labovitz is a member of the 
Accreditation Committee and was approved by the Council in July 2025 to serve as chair 
of the Accreditation Committee. Dr. Labovitz also serves as a college site visit evaluator. 

 
• Laura Sansosti, DPM is the Assistant Dean for Educational Affairs at the Temple 

University School of Podiatric Medicine in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Dr. Sansosti serves 
as a member of the Accreditation Committee.  

 
• Paul Di Liddo, DPM is the Residency Program Director at Henry Ford Health – Henry Ford 

Wyandotte Hospital in Saint Clair Shores, Michigan. Dr. Di Liddo serves as a college and 
residency site visit evaluator and as a member of the Residency Review Committee. He 
previously served on the Accreditation Committee. 

 
• Jennifer Mathews, PhD is the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs and Institutional 

Effectiveness and Chief Assessment Officer at the University of Rochester in Rochester, 
New York. Dr. Mathews currently serves as a member of the Accreditation Committee, 
as chair of the College Rewrite Ad Hoc Committee, and as a college evaluator.  

 
• Amanda Soelle is the CEO of AJS Consulting in Madison, Wisconsin. Ms. Soelle serves on 

the Continuing Education Committee and in October 2025 was appointed as chair of this 
committee. 

 
Committee Appointments 
 
Accreditation Committee 
Jacqueline Prevete, DPM was appointed to the Accreditation Committee in November 2025 to 
serve as the practitioner representative. 
 
Specialty Board Recognition Committee 
Susan Stapleton, PhD was approved by the Council to serve as the chair of the Specialty Board 
Recognition Committee. Dr. Stapleton is a research professor in the Department of Chemistry 
at Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo, Michigan. Dr. Stapleton also serves as a member 
of the Accreditation Committee and as a college evaluator. 
 
A subcommittee has been established to complete subspecialty application reviews as written 
in CPME 230 and CPME 209c. The following individuals from the Specialty Board Recognition 
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Committee have been approved by the Council to serve on this SBRC Subcommittee: 
• Judith Beto, PhD (psychometrician) 
• Tiffany Murano, MD (health-care community representative) 
• James Sang, DPM (ABPM and ABFAS certified practitioner) 

 
Collaborative Residency Evaluation and Education Committee (CREC) 
Angela J. McGoff, ICE-CCP, CEO and Executive Director of the American Board of Foot and Ankle 
Surgery (ABFAS), was appointed as an ABFAS representative on CREC.  
 
Continuing Education Committee  
Fall 2025: The Committee reviewed the current continuing education members and terms and 
welcomed Dr. Barbara Campbell (new FPMB representative), Ms. Samantha Luebbering (new 
provider representative), and Dr. Robert Joseph (CPME representative) to the Committee. The 
Committee thanked Dr. Manzi and Dr. Petrov for their service. 
 
Residency Review Committee  
In May 2025, the Council reappointed Harry Schneider, DPM and Steven Vyce, DPM as CPME 
members on the Residency Review Committee. Dr. Vyce was also reappointed as chair of the 
Committee. 
 
Gary Rothenberg, DPM was appointed as an ABPM representative on the Committee starting 
August 1, 2025. Dr. Rothenberg is the Adjunct Clinical Associate Professor, Department of 
Internal Medicine, Division of Metabolism, Endocrinology and Diabetes at The University of 
Michigan Medical School in Ann Arbor, MI. 
 
Paul Di Liddo, DPM was appointed to serve as a CPME member on the Committee starting 
November 25, 2025. Dr. Di Liddo is the program director at the Henry Ford Health – Henry Ford 
Wyandotte Hospital residency program. 
 
The Committee thanked Robert Joseph, DPM and Fred Mechanik, DPM for their service. 
 
GENERAL UPDATES 
 
Virtual Attendance at Meetings 
 
CPME has begun offering virtual options for non-executive sessions of CPME and committee 
meetings. Registration links will be posted on the CPME website six weeks prior to a meeting 
for guests and/or observers to register in advance and indicate whether attendance will be in-
person or virtually. 
 
Fee Schedule Updates 
 
The CPME approved a change to the fee schedule for colleges and residency and fellowship 
programs to apply a $5,000 fee for focused site visits. Institutions will be billed for any 
additional costs above $5,000 following the focused site visit. 
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Terminology Changes 
 
The Council officially updated the terminology used for committee activities, changing “CPME-
approved” to “CPME-accredited” for the Residency Review Committee and the Continuing 
Education Committee, while retaining “CPME-recognized” for the Specialty Board Recognition 
Committee. This change took effect on July 1, 2025. The Accreditation Committee will continue 
to use the “CPME-accredited” terminology.  
 
CPME Policy on the Use of Artificial Intelligence 
 
The Council approved a policy on the use of artificial intelligence (AI) by CPME volunteers and 
institutions, clarifying that institutions are responsible for the accuracy of any information 
presented to CPME within their reports.  
 
CPME Statement on CAQs 
 
The Council on Podiatric Medical Education (CPME) is responsible for the specialty board and 
subspecialty certification approval and recognition process on behalf of the podiatric medical 
profession. The CPME does not recognize, accredit, or approve any Certificates of Added 
Qualifications (CAQs) within its policies and procedures for specialty board recognition. CAQs 
are not equivalent to board certification or subspecialty certification, nor can they lead to 
certification or subspecialty certification in any specific content area. CPME’s position on CAQs 
remains unchanged and consistent with its longstanding practice. Recent revisions to the CPME 
220 Standards and Requirements and the CPME 230 Procedures do not alter this position. 
 
Release of the CPME Conflicts of Interest List 
 

As part of its commitment to transparency and integrity, CPME requires all council members, 
committee members, evaluators, consultants, and staff to annually disclose any potential 
conflicts of interest. These disclosures help ensure that decisions related to the accreditation and 
oversight of programs, institutions, and organizations are made objectively and without bias. 
 
A conflict of interest may arise when an individual has a personal, professional, or financial 
relationship, current or within the past five years, with an entity under CPME’s jurisdiction. 
Conflicts include serving in a leadership position within the past five years within the profession 
as defined as one holding a position on the board of directors, serving as a committee chair, 
employment, or any other position that calls into question the council member’s ability to fairly 
perform their duties. In such cases, individuals must recuse themselves from all related 
discussions, decisions, and voting activities. 
 
Serving as a volunteer within the profession, such as serving on a committee of an organization 
such as APMA, COTH, ACFAS, ACPM, ABPM, ABFAS, NBPME, as a part of case review, or as an 
exam writer, would not be considered conflicts. 
 
The list of conflicts of interest can be found here. 
 

https://www.cpme.org/about-the-council/cpme-conflicts-of-interest/
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CPME Publication Updates:  
 
Rewrite of the College Documents: CPME 120, Standards and Requirements for Accrediting 
Colleges of Podiatric Medicine; CPME 130, Procedures for Accrediting Colleges of Podiatric 
Medicine; and CPME 109, College Accreditation Eligibility Requirements 
 
Every six years, CPME undertakes a comprehensive review of its standards, requirements, and 
procedures governing evaluation activities. As part of this process, CPME conducted a 60-day 
survey of the podiatric community of interest beginning in November 2024 to gather input on 
key elements of these documents. The survey served to establish baseline information for 
consideration during the revision process. 
 
An Ad Hoc Advisory Committee, composed of representatives from organizations within the 
community of interest, was convened to lead the review and revision of CPME 120, CPME 130, 
and CPME 109. The committee met four times, both virtually and in person, beginning in spring 
2025. Upon completion of its work, the committee approved the draft revisions in September 
2025, determining that the documents were ready for Council review. At its October 2025 
meeting, the Council approved Draft I of CPME 120, CPME 130, and CPME 109 for 
dissemination and comment. 
 
A survey to obtain feedback on the Draft I documents was disseminated for a 60-day comment 
period beginning December 1, 2025, until February 1, 2026. Once the comment period closes, 
CPME will review the feedback received to determine next steps in adopting the revised 
documents. 
 
CPME Publications 220 and 230: FINAL DOCUMENTS PUBLISHED (Specialty Board Recognition 
Committee) 
 
In March 2021, the APMA House of Delegates approved a resolution to designate the Joint 
Committee on the Recognition of Specialty Boards (JCRSB) as a standing committee of the 
council. In response, CPME adopted amendments to its Bylaws at its October 2021 and April 
2022 meetings to align with the APMA action. These changes officially established the JCRSB as 
a standing committee and restructured its representation. 
 
To reflect this change, CPME renamed the JCRSB to the Specialty Board Recognition Committee 
(SBRC). As part of the transition, the committee’s governing documents—CPME 220 (Criteria 
and Guidelines for Recognition of a Specialty Board for Podiatric Medical Practice) and CPME 
230 (Procedures for Recognition of a Specialty Board for Podiatric Medical Practice)—required 
revision to reflect the new structure. 
 
An Ad Hoc Advisory Committee began reviewing these documents in fall 2022. Over the course 
of 18 months, the committee held 13 meetings. In April 2024, the committee submitted Draft I 
of CPME 220 and 230, along with new supporting documents: CPME 209a and 209b (Eligibility 
Requirements and Initial Recognition Applications) and CPME 209c (Subspecialty Certification 
Proposal). CPME approved Draft I of all five documents during a special meeting on May 13, 
2024, and opened a 60-day public comment period ending July 15, 2024. 
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At its October 2024 meeting, the council reviewed initial feedback from the community of 
interest. Due to the volume of responses, CPME extended its review into the fall and scheduled 
a follow-up videoconference for December 11, 2024, to determine next steps. 
 
Following a thorough review of the submitted comments, the Council adopted the finalized 
versions of CPME 220, 230, 209a, 209b, and 209c at its May 3, 2025, meeting. These documents 
are now in effect. 
 
CPME extends its sincere thanks to the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee members for their dedication, 
hard work, and invaluable contributions throughout this process. Their efforts have played a 
critical role in advancing the standards for specialty board certification in podiatric medicine. 
 
SBRC Ad Hoc Committee 
Kieran Mahan, DPM (chair) 
Kathy Kreiter (ABFAS representative) 
Gina Painter, DPM (ABPM representative) 
Lawrence Ramunno, MD, MPH, MBA (health-care representative) 
James Sang, DPM (double-boarded practitioner) 
Kara Schmitt, PhD (psychometrician member) 
Harry Schneider, DPM (representing CPME) 
Melanie Violand, DPM (representing CPME) 
James Christina, DPM (ex-officio member) 
Keith Cook, DPM (ex-officio member) 
Alyssa Stephenson, DPM (ex-officio member) 
 
CPME PUBLICATIONS 720 AND 730: FINAL DOCUMENTS PUBLISHED (Continuing Education 
Committee) 
 
CPME adopted the revised CPME 720, Standards and Requirements for Approval of Providers of 
Continuing Education in Podiatric Medicine, and CPME 730, Procedures for Approval of 
Providers of Continuing Education in Podiatric Medicine, at its October 2024 meeting. The 
newly approved documents were disseminated and posted to the CPME website on March 12, 
2025, and took effect on July 1, 2025.  
 
The Council extends its sincere appreciation and heartfelt gratitude to the CE Ad Hoc Advisory 
Committee members for their hard work, dedication, and outstanding contributions 
throughout this lengthy process. Their commitment to excellence and the advancement of 
continuing education in podiatric medicine has been invaluable. 
 
Continuing Education Ad Hoc Committee 
Oleg Petrov, DPM (Chair) 
Lara Beer-Caulfield 
Michael Brody, DPM 
Lori DeBlasi, DPM 
Jay LeBow, DPM 
Rodney Peele, JD 
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Colleges of Podiatric Medicine  
 
The Accreditation Committee is responsible for recommending to the Council candidacy of new 
and accreditation of existing colleges leading to the professional degree in podiatric medicine 
(DPM). The Committee reviews evaluation reports, annual reports, progress reports, and other 
information submitted by the colleges at its biannual meetings to ensure compliance with the 
standards and requirements found within CPME 120, Standards and Requirements for 
Accrediting Colleges of Podiatric Medicine. 

 
The Council took the following accreditation actions at its 2025 meetings: 
 
January 2025 
 

• University of Texas Rio Grande Valley School of Podiatric Medicine – At its January 
2025 meeting, the Council elected, based on a focused on-site evaluation, to grant 
preaccreditation status to the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley School of Podiatric 
Medicine as there are no identified concerns or areas of noncompliance with 
accreditation standards and requirements. 

 
May 2025 
 

• Kent State University College of Podiatric Medicine – At its May 2025 meeting, CPME 
elected, based on an on-site evaluation, to extend accreditation through April 2033. 

 
• LECOM School of Podiatric Medicine – At its May 2025 meeting, CPME elected, based 

on an on-site evaluation, to grant preaccreditation status to the LECOM School of 
Podiatric Medicine as there are no identified concerns or areas of noncompliance with 
accreditation standards or requirements. 

 
• New York College of Podiatric Medicine of Touro University – At its May 2025 meeting, 

CPME elected, based on a focused evaluation visit, to affirm that the substantive change 
in ownership procedures has been completed for the New York College of Podiatric 
Medicine of Touro University. NYCPM of Touro University is scheduled for a required 
site visit by the Middle States Commission on Higher Education in June 2025 before the 
acquisition is finalized. 

 
• Temple University School of Podiatric Medicine – At its May 2025 meeting, CPME voted 

to extend accreditation through April 2031 as the school is in compliance with all 
accreditation standards and demonstrated full compliance within one year of the 
comprehensive evaluation decision. 

 
October 2025 
 

• Barry University School of Podiatric Medicine – At its October 2025 meeting, CPME 
voted to extend accreditation through October 2032 and to change the accreditation 
status to accreditation, from accreditation with monitoring status, as the school is in 

https://www.cpme.org/podiatric-medical-colleges/accreditation-actions/
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compliance with all accreditation standards and demonstrated full compliance within 
one year of the comprehensive evaluation decision. 
 

• Samuel Merritt University College of Podiatric Medicine – At its October 2025 meeting, 
CPME voted to change the college’s accreditation status to accreditation with 
monitoring as the college has been cited with an area of noncompliance related to 
Standard 2E, Reporting to CPME. In addition, CPME approved the college’s substantive 
change requests related to a change in the way student progress is measured as the 
university has moved to trimesters and the substantive change related to the move to a 
new campus location with no further information required. The move is anticipated in 
January 2026, and the next comprehensive site visit is scheduled for spring/summer 2027. 
The required focused site visit to assess the new college location will be scheduled in 2026. 

 
• University of Texas Rio Grande Valley School of Podiatric Medicine – At its October 

2025 meeting, CPME voted to extend preaccreditation for one additional year as there 
are substantial noncompliance issues that the Accreditation Committee and Council 
determined could be resolved within a relatively limited period of time. The Council 
determined that two accreditation standards are in noncompliance (Standards 3B Chief 
Academic Officer and 4F Curricular Evaluation). Based on this decision, the Council 
determined that a focused on-site visit is required to assess compliance before 
accreditation may be granted and this visit will take place November 10, 2025, with an 
accreditation decision in late 2025. 

 
November 2025 
 

• University of Texas Rio Grande Valley School of Podiatric Medicine – At its November 
25, 2025, meeting, CPME voted to grant accreditation to the UTRGV SOPM through 
October 2029 as there are no identified areas of noncompliance with accreditation 
standards and requirements. 

 
See the “Accreditation Actions” listed under each college at www.cpme.org/cpme100 for 
greater detail. 
 
College On-Site Visits 2025 
 

• The focused site visit to assess preaccreditation of the University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley School of Podiatric Medicine in Harlingen, Texas took place on January 6, 2025. 

• The focused site visit to assess the substantive change in ownership of the New York 
College of Podiatric Medicine of Touro University in New York, New York took place 
March 31, 2025. 

• The comprehensive on-site evaluation to assess accreditation of the University of Texas Rio 
Grande Valley School of Podiatric Medicine in Harlingen, Texas took place May 19-22, 2025. 

• The focused site visit to assess accreditation of the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley 
School of Podiatric Medicine in Harlingen, Texas took place on November 10, 2025. 

 

http://www.cpme.org/cpme100
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Residency Programs 
 
The Residency Review Committee (RRC) is a collaborative effort of CPME-recognized specialty 
boards, the Council of Teaching Hospitals of the American Association of Colleges of Podiatric 
Medicine (COTH), and CPME. The Committee reviews, takes actions on, and makes 
recommendations concerning podiatric residency and fellowship programs in accordance with 
procedures and requirements set forth by the Council in CPME 320, Standards and 
Requirements for Approval of Podiatric Medicine and Surgery Residencies. The RRC meets semi-
annually to deliberate and recommend approval of residency and fellowship programs. 
 
Residency actions taken during 2025 RRC and CPME meetings, and through e-ballots and 
conference calls can be found at cpme.org/residencies/approval-actions.  
 
Fellowship actions taken during 2025 RRC and CPME meetings, and through e-ballots and 
conference calls can be found at cpme.org/residencies/approval-actions. 
 
During 2025, the Council and RRC conducted virtual and on-site evaluations of 36 new and 
approved residency programs and 5 new and approved fellowship programs. As of December 
2025, the Council had authorized 614 first-year residency positions and 33 first-year fellowship 
positions at 19 CPME approved fellowships. 
 
The RRC conducted its first Program Director and Coordinator Training Workshop in May 2025. 
Sixty people, including 23 program directors and 37 coordinators attended this full-day training 
workshop.  
 
Continuing Education Providers 
 
The CEC is responsible for reviewing applications for accreditation of new providers, petitions 
for continuing accreditation, evaluation reports, progress reports, and other information 
submitted by the providers within its review area. The Council accredits providers of continuing 
education that demonstrate and maintain compliance with the standards and requirements 
identified in CPME 720, Standards and Requirements for Approval of Continuing Education 
Providers in Podiatric Medicine. The CEC meets semi-annually to deliberate and recommend 
approval of continuing education providers. 
 
Continuing Education actions taken during 2025 CEC and CPME meetings, and through e-ballots 
and conference calls can be found at cpme.org/continuing-education/approval-actions. 
 
As of December 2025, the Council accredits 56 providers of continuing education in podiatric 
medicine. 
 
Specialty Boards  
 
As delegated by the Council, the Specialty Board Recognition Committee (SBRC) is responsible 
for recommending to the Council the granting of new and continuing recognition to specialty 
boards in podiatric medicine. The SBRC reviews applications, annual reports, petitions for 
continued recognition, progress reports, and other information submitted by the specialty 

https://www.cpme.org/residencies/approval-actions/
https://www.cpme.org/residencies/approval-actions/
https://www.cpme.org/continuing-education/approval-actions/
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boards within its review area at their annual meeting to ensure compliance with the standards 
and requirements found within CPME 220, Standards and Requirements for Recognition of a 
Specialty Board for Podiatric Medical Practice. 
 
Certification processes are identified for podiatric surgery and podiatric medicine and 
orthopedics. The Council recognizes the American Board of Foot and Ankle Surgery (ABFAS) and 
the American Board of Podiatric Medicine (ABPM). 
 
During its February 8, 2025, meeting the SBRC conducted a review of the annual reports 
submitted by ABFAS and ABPM.  
 
Collaborative Residency Evaluator and Education Committee  
 
CREC held an Evaluator Training Workshop for new and existing evaluators on May 10, 2025. 
 
The Committee met on December 6, 2025, in Nashville, TN, for its annual winter meeting. The 
Committee conducted an audit of evaluators and drafted a self-study. 
 
Department of Education 
 
The Council holds recognition as the accrediting body for first professional degree programs in 
podiatric medicine from the Secretary of the US Department of Education (USDE), appearing on 
the list of nationally recognized accrediting agencies that the US Secretary of Education 
identifies as reliable authorities concerning the quality of education offered by educational 
institutions or programs. The Council has appeared on the Secretary’s list since the recognition 
process was first legislated in 1952. 
 
In spring 2022, CPME received official notice from the Secretary of Education that CPME’s 
recognition by the USDE was renewed for five years without any deficiencies until 2027. The 
next petition for continued recognition was submitted in January 2025 with focused reviews by 
the USDE throughout 2026 prior to the 2027 hearing. 
 
Council on Higher Education Accreditation  
 
CPME holds recognition from the Council on Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) as the 
specialized/professional accrediting agency for colleges of podiatric medicine, first professional 
degree of Doctor of Podiatric Medicine, and the pre-accreditation category of candidate status 
for developing colleges, schools, and programs of podiatric medicine. 
 
On July 28, 2025, Drs. Marcoux, Violand, and Stagliano appeared before CHEA’s Committee on 
Recognition to defend CPME’s petition for continued recognition. The Committee on 
Recognition submitted their recognition decision to the CHEA Board of Directors who met on 
September 29, 2025. Following the Board’s meeting, CPME was notified that the CHEA BOD 
accepted the Committee on Recognition’s recommendation and granted recognition to APMA-
CPME for the fullest term of seven (7) years with no issues or follow up. 
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“At its meeting on September 29, 2025, the Council for Higher Education Accreditation 
(CHEA) Board of Directors reviewed the recommendation of the CHEA Committee on 
Recognition regarding the application for continuing CHEA Recognition of the Council on 
Podiatric Medical Education of the American Podiatric Medical Association (APMA-CPME).  
 
I am pleased to inform you that the Board of Directors accepted the Committee’s 
recommendation and granted recognition to APMA-CPME. The APMA-CPME CHEA-
Recognized scope of accreditation is as follows:  
 
The Council on Podiatric Medical Education accredits institutions and programs leading to the 
Doctor of Podiatric Medicine (DPM) degree in the United States and its territories. (2004)” 

 
Association of Specialized and Professional Accreditors  
 
The Council is a charter member of the Association of Specialized and Professional Accreditors 
(ASPA), which was established in 1993 as an umbrella organization to represent the interests of 
specialized accreditation. ASPA’s mission is to communicate the value of specialized and 
professional higher education accreditation and promote quality by facilitating discussion 
among and providing educational opportunities for programmatic accreditors. 

 
2025 Residency and Fellowship On-Site Evaluations 

 
Program Location Appr Category On-site Date 

Memorial Healthcare System Residency FL PMSR/RRA 4-Apr 

Banner University Medical Center Residency AZ PMSR/RRA 9-Apr 

Maimonides Midwood Community Hospital Residency NY PMSR 11-Apr 

New York Presbyterian Brooklyn Methodist Hospital Residency NY PMSR & PMSR/RRA 25-Apr 

MedStar Health Georgetown University Residency DC PMSR/RRA 28-Apr 

Mercy Health Regional Medical Center Residency OH PMSR/RRA 2-May 

Saint Joseph Health System Residency IN PMSR/RRA 2-May 

University of Michigan Health System Fellowship MI Fellowship 5-May 

Cambridge Health Alliance Residency MA PMSR/RRA 9-May 

Richmond VA Medical Center Residency VA PMSR/RRA 9-May 
University Hospitals Community Consortium Fellowship – Advanced Foot and Ankle 
Reconstructive Surgery OH Fellowship 9-May 

University Hospitals Community Consortium Fellowship – Infectious Disease/Wound 
Care OH Fellowship 9-May 

University of Florida College of Medicine Jacksonville Residency FL PMSR/RRA 9-May 

Louis Stokes Cleveland Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Center Residency OH PMSR/RRA 13-May 

East Liverpool City Hospital Residency OH PMSR/RRA 16-May 

Riverside University Health System Residency CA PMSR/RRA 16-May 

Community Health Network Residency IN PMSR/RRA 30-May 

Good Samaritan University Hospital Residency NY PMSR/RRA 30-May 

Swedish Medical Center – Cherry Hill Campus Residency WA PMSR/RRA 2-Jun 

Penn Presbyterian Medical Center Fellowship PA Fellowship 13-Jun 

Penn Presbyterian Medical Center Residency PA PMSR/RRA 13-Jun 
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Program Location Appr Category On-site Date 

MCR Health, Inc. and Lake Erie College of Medicine Residency FL PMSR/RRA 25-Jul 

South Brooklyn Health Fellowship NY Fellowship 6-Oct 

South Brooklyn Health Residency NY PMSR/RRA 6-Oct 

Dayton VA Medical Center Residency OH PMSR/RRA 10-Oct 

New York-Presbyterian/Queens Residency NY PMSR/RRA 10-Oct 

Community Medical Center Residency NJ PMSR/RRA 17-Oct 

Mount Sinai South Nassau Residency NY PMSR/RRA 17-Oct 

Temple Health – Chestnut Hill Hospital Residency PA PMSR/RRA 20-Oct 

Palmetto General Hospital Residency FL PMSR/RRA 24-Oct 

Southwest General Health Center Residency OH PMSR/RRA 24-Oct 

Jesse Brown Veterans Affairs Medical Center Residency IL PMSR/RRA 3-Nov 

HCA Houston Healthcare West Residency TX PMSR/RRA 14-Nov 

St. Mary’s General Hospital Residency NJ PMSR/RRA 14-Nov 

East Jefferson General Hospital Residency LA PMSR/RRA 21-Nov 

Iowa Methodist Medical Center Residency IA PMSR/RRA 21-Nov 

New York College of Podiatric Medicine and Metropolitan Hospital Center Residency NY PMSR/RRA 5-Dec 

NYU Grossman School of Medicine/NYU Langone Health Residency NY PMSR/RRA 5-Dec 

Swedish Hospital Residency IL PMSR/RRA 5-Dec 

Cape Fear Valley Health Residency NC PMSR/RRA 12-Dec 

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center Residency CA PMSR/RRA 12-Dec 

 
 

CPME Volunteers

The time and efforts of many dedicated volunteer leaders are required for the college accreditation 
and residency and fellowship approval processes. CPME members and staff extend their appreciation 
and gratitude to all those who reviewed applications, self-studies, progress reports, and evaluation 
documents and conducted on-site visits. Special thanks are due to the individuals who participated in 
on-site reviews of residency programs during the past year, particularly those who accepted 
promotions to team chair, and those who participated in more than one on-site visit. The Council 
could not have accomplished its work without them. 

 
Mina Abadeer, DPM 
David Alder, DPM 
Joseph Alencherry, DPM 
Donna Alfieri, DPM 
Joseph Anain, DPM 
Daniel Aronovitz, DPM 
April Bailey-Maletta, DPM 
Holly Becker, DPM 
Lara Beer-Caulfield 
Mindy Benton, DPM 
Adam Bernatsky, DPM 

Kimberly Bobbitt, DPM 
Jonathan Brantley, DPM 
Nicole Brouyette, DPM 
Bryan Caldwell, DPM 
Cherri Choate, DPM 
John Randy Clements, DPM 
Jeffrey Cohen, DPM 
Keith Cook, DPM 
Michael Corcoran, DPM 
Imaze Davis, DPM 
James De Meo, DPM 

Randall Dei, DPM 
Nicole DeLauro, DPM 
Michelle Detweiler, DPM 
Paul Di Liddo, DPM 
Adam Fleischer, DPM 
Andre Foisy, MA 
Timothy Ford, DPM 
Denise B. Freeman, DPM 
Shahzad Ghori, DPM 
Christopher Girgis, DPM 
Steven Goldman, DPM 



 

14 

Eoin Gorman, DPM 
Sean Grambert, DPM 
Tyson Green, DPM 
Brandon Gumbiner, DPM 
Edwin Harris, DPM 
Gregg Harris, DPM 
William Harris IV, DPM 
Dusty Haverly, DPM 
Anthony Jabra, DPM 
Beth Jarrett, DPM 
Mathew Johnstone, DPM 
Robert M. Joseph, DPM, PhD 
Nicole Kaiser, DPM 
Alon Kol, DPM 
Neil Kothari, MD 
Kwasi Kwaadu, DPM 
Jonathan Labovitz, DPM 
Bryn Laubacher, DPM 
Raymond Lee, DPM 
Melissa Lockwood, DPM 
Charles Lombardi, DPM 
Ebony Love, DPM 
Danae Lowell, DPM 
Keith Luper, DPM 
Caitlin Madden, DPM 
Judith Manzi, DPM 
John T. Marcoux, DPM 
Jennifer L. Mathews, PhD 
Kyle Mauk, DPM 
Patrick McKee, DPM 
Bruce McLaughlin, DPM 
Frederick Mechanik, DPM 
Larry Menacker, DPM 
Thomas Merrill, DPM 
Andrew Meyr, DPM 
Elliot Michael, DPM 
Rosemay Michel, DPM 
Timothy Miller, DPM 
Sabrina Minhas, DPM 
Roya Mirmiran, DPM 
Tiffany Murano, MD 
Daniel G. Murphy, MD 

Sonia Mvuemba, DPM 
Coleen Napolitano, DPM 
Ellianne Nasser, DPM 
Nida Nawaz, DPM 
Giang Nguyen, DPM 
Aksone Nouvong, DPM 
Lawrence Oloff, DPM 
Elynor Perez, DPM 
Oleg Petrov, DPM 
Robert Phillips, DPM 
Kelly Pirozzi, DPM 
Jacqueline Prevete, DPM 
Sari Priesand, DPM 
Roland Ramdass, DPM 
Lawrence Ramunno, MD 
Joshua Rhodenizer, DPM 
Paul Richter, DPM 
Lucianne Ridolfo 
Kristin Rizzo, DPM 
Diana Rogers, DPM 
Ritchard Rosen, DPM 
Bryan Roth, DPM 
Gary Rothenberg, DPM 
Nichol Salvo, DPM 
Elizabeth Sanders, DPM 
James Sang, DPM 
Laura Sansosti, DPM 
Kara Schmitt, PhD 
Andrew Schneider, DPM 
Harry Schneider, DPM 
Mary Schuh-Clark, DPM 
Stacey Schwartz, DPM 
Earl (Gip) Seaver, PhD 
Jennifer Seifert, DPM 
Randy Semma, DPM 
Shital Sharma, DPM 
Reem Sheikh, DPM 
Mitchell Shikoff, DPM 
George Sich, DPM 
Alain O. Silverio, EdD 
Jarrod Smith, DPM 
Kevin Smith, DPM, PhD 

Jennifer Smith 
Amanda Soelle 
Mark Solomon, DPM 
Marshall Solomon, DPM 
Scott Spencer, DPM 
William Spielfogel, DPM 
Eric Stamps, DPM 
Susan R. Stapleton, PhD 
Christina Staskiewicz, DPM 
Alyssa Stephenson, DPM 
Michael Subik, DPM 
Brian Sullivan, DPM 
James Sullivan, DPM 
Kerry Sweet, DPM 
Nicholas Szwaba, DPM 
Michael Theodoulou, DPM 
Lissette Tirado, DPM 
Colin Traynor, DPM 
Kiana Trent, DPM 
Michael J. Trepal, DPM 
Elizabeth Tronstein, DPM 
Jacqueline Truong, DPM 
Nsima Usen, DPM 
Michael Vaardahl, DPM 
Jennifer Van, DPM 
Melanie Violand, DPM 
Praveen Vohra, DPM 
Mario Voloshin, DPM 
Steven Vyce, DPM 
Susan Walsh, DPM 
Eric Walter, DPM 
Lisa Watters, DPM 
Ashley Willis, DPM 
Sandra Wise, PhD 
Qeena Woodard, DPM 
Stephanie Wu, DPM 
William A. Yoder, DPM 
Robert M. Yoho, DPM 
Wendy Young, DPM 
Michael Zapf, DPM
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Council on Podiatric Medical Education Members  
 
John Marcoux, DPM (Chair - Term ended 
October 18, 2025) 
Residency Program Director 
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 
Boston, MA 
 
Alyssa Stephenson, DPM (Chair beginning 
October 18, 2025) 
Podiatrist, Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center 
Phoenix, AZ 
 
Steven Vyce, DPM (Vice Chair beginning 
October 18, 2025) 
Chief, Department of Podiatric Surgery and 
Medicine, Yale-New Haven Medical Center 
New Haven, CT 
 
Paul Di Liddo, DPM (elected to CPME 
October 18, 2025) 
Program Director, Henry Ford Health – 
Henry Ford Wyandotte Hospital 
Saint Clair Shores, MI 
 
Sean Grambart, DPM 
Assistant Dean of Clinical Affairs and 
Research Director, Des Moines University 
College of Podiatric Medicine and Surgery 
West Des Moines, IA 
 
Robert Joseph, DPM, PhD 
Program Director, North Florida South 
Georgia VA Healthcare System Residency 
Gainesville, FL 
 
Jonathan Labovitz, DPM 
(Interim term began May 2025; elected to 
CPME October 18, 2025) 
Dean, Western University of Health 
Sciences, College of Podiatric Medicine 
Pomona, CA 
 

Jennifer L. Mathews, PhD 
Vice Provost for Academic Affairs & 
Institutional Effectiveness 
Chief Assessment Officer 
University of Rochester 
Rochester, NY 
 
Laura Sansosti, DPM, FACFAS (elected to 
CPME October 18, 2025) 
Assistant Dean for Educational Affairs 
Temple University School of Podiatric Medicine 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Harry Schneider, DPM 
Residency Program Director 
Cambridge Health Alliance  
Cambridge, MA 
 
Amanda Soelle 
Chief Executive Officer 
AJS Consulting LLC 
Madison, WI 
 
Eric Stamps, DPM (Term ended May 3, 2025) 
Physician Specialist (Podiatrist)  
San Francisco Department of Public Health 
San Francisco, CA 
(Served as Dean of Samuel Merritt 
University College of Podiatric Medicine,  
Oakland, CA until September 2024)  
 
Susan Stapleton, PhD 
Research Professor, Department of Chemistry 
Western Michigan University 
Kalamazoo, MI 
 
Melanie Violand, DPM 
(Term ended July 31, 2025) 
Associate Dean, Arizona College of Podiatric 
Medicine, Midwestern University 
Glendale, AZ 

https://www.samuelmerritt.edu/doctor-podiatric-medicine
https://www.samuelmerritt.edu/doctor-podiatric-medicine
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Accreditation Committee Members 
 
Eric Stamps, DPM (Chair - Term ended 
May 3, 2025) 
Physician Specialist (Podiatrist)  
San Francisco Department of Public Health 
San Francisco, CA 
(Served as Dean of Samuel Merritt 
University College of Podiatric Medicine,  
Oakland, CA until September 2024)  
 
Jonathan Labovitz, DPM (Chair – interim 
term on CPME began May 2025, elected to 
CPME October 18, 2025) 
Dean, Western University of Health 
Sciences, College of Podiatric Medicine 
Pomona, CA 
 
Bryan Caldwell, DPM, MD 
Senior Associate Dean, Kent State 
University College of Podiatric Medicine 
Independence, OH 
 
Paul Di Liddo, DPM (elected to CPME 
October 18, 2025; appointment on AC 
ended November 25, 2025) 
Program Director, Henry Ford Health – 
Henry Ford Wyandotte Hospital 
Saint Clair Shores, MI 
 
Sean Grambart, DPM  
Assistant Dean of Clinical Affairs and 
Research Director, Des Moines University 
College of Podiatric Medicine and Surgery 
West Des Moines, IA 
 
Jennifer L. Mathews, PhD 
Vice Provost for Academic Affairs & 
Institutional Effectiveness 
Chief Assessment Officer 
University of Rochester 
Rochester, NY 
 
 

Jacqueline Prevete, DPM, FACFAS (Term 
began November 25, 2025) 
Director of Podiatry, Eastern Division and 
Program Director, Podiatry Residency 
Program, Eastern Region, Northwell Health 
Bayshore, NY 
 
Laura Sansosti, DPM, FACFAS (elected to 
CPME and appointed to the Accreditation 
Committee October 18, 2025) 
Assistant Dean for Educational Affairs 
Temple University School of Podiatric Medicine 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Susan Stapleton, PhD 
Research Professor, Department of 
Chemistry, Western Michigan University 
Kalamazoo, MI 
 
Melanie Violand, DPM (Term ended July 31, 2025) 
Associate Dean, Arizona College of Podiatric 
Medicine, Midwestern University 
Glendale, AZ 
 
Qeena Woodard, DPM 
Associate Professor and Associate Dean of 
Clinical Experiences 
Dr. William M. Scholl College of Podiatric 
Medicine at Rosalind Franklin University of 
Medicine and Science 
North Chicago, IL 
 

https://www.samuelmerritt.edu/doctor-podiatric-medicine
https://www.samuelmerritt.edu/doctor-podiatric-medicine
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Continuing Education Committee Members  

Alyssa Stephenson, DPM (Chair and 
member until October 18, 2025) 
Podiatrist, Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center 
Phoenix, AZ 
 
Amanda Soelle (Chair beginning October 18, 
2025) (CPME member) 
Chief Executive Officer 
AJS Consulting, LLC 
Madison, WI 
 
Lara Beer-Caulfield (American Society of 
Podiatric Executives representative) 
Director of Education & Meeting Planning 
Goldfarb Foundation/PPMA 
Camp Hill, PA 
 
Barbara Campbell, DPM (Federation of 
Podiatric Medical Boards representative; 
appointment began December 2025) 
Adjunct Faculty/Instructor 
Arizona Midwestern University 
Glendale, AZ  
 
Robert Joseph, DPM, PhD (CPME member; 
term began November 2025) 
Program Director, North Florida South 
Georgia VA Healthcare System Residency 
Gainesville, FL  
 
Ebony Love, DPM (approved provider 
representative)  
Director of Continuing Medical Education 
Temple University 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
 
 
 
 

Samantha Luebbering (approved provider 
representative; appointment began 
November 2025) 
Director of Continuing Education 
American College of Foot and Ankle Surgeons 
Chicago, IL 
 
Judith Manzi, DPM (Federation of Podiatric 
Medical Boards representative; term ended 
November 2025) 
TPMG Senior Physician 
Kaiser Permanente Medical Center 
Santa Clara, CA 
 
Rosemay Michel, DPM (private practice 
representative)  
Private Practitioner 
Fayetteville, NC 
 
Oleg Petrov, DPM (approved provider 
representative; term ended November 2025) 
Director of Continuing Education 
Ascension Saint Joseph - Chicago  
Chicago, IL 
 
William A. Yoder, DPM (private practice 
representative) 
Oak Creek, WI 
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Residency Review Committee Members   
 
Steven Vyce, DPM (Chair) (CPME member)  
Chief, Department of Podiatric Surgery and 
Medicine, Yale-New Haven Medical Center 
New Haven, CT 
 
Kimberly Bobbitt, DPM (Council of Teaching 
Hospitals representative)  
Program Director, Hennepin Healthcare 
Minneapolis, MN 
 
Paul Di Liddo, DPM (CPME Member; 
appointment began November 25, 2025) 
Program Director, Henry Ford Health – 
Henry Ford Wyandotte Hospital 
Saint Clair Shores, MI 
 
Robert Joseph, DPM, PhD (CPME Member; 
appointment ended November 25, 2025) 
Program Director, North Florida South 
Georgia VA Healthcare System Residency 
Gainesville, FL  
 
Danae Lowell, DPM (At-large member) 
Program Director, Louis Stokes Cleveland 
Department of Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center 
Hiram, OH 
 
Frederick Mechanik, DPM (American Board 
of Podiatric Medicine representative; 
appointment ended July 31, 2025) 
Private Practitioner 
Fountain, CO 
 
Sonia Mvuemba, DPM, DPM (Council of 
Teaching Hospitals representative)  
Program Director, University Hospital  
Newark, NJ  

Aksone Nouvong, DPM (American Board of 
Foot and Ankle Surgery representative)  
Clinical Professor, Department of Surgery, 
David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 
Chief, Department of Podiatric Surgery 
DVA Greater Los Angeles 
Los Angeles, CA 
 
Bryan J. Roth, DPM (At-large member)  
Program Director, Creighton University 
School of Medicine – Phoenix 
Phoenix, AZ 
 
Gary M. Rothenberg, DPM (American Board 
of Podiatric Medicine representative; 
appointment began August 1, 2025) 
Adjunct Clinical Associate Professor, 
Department of Internal Medicine, Division 
of Metabolism, Endocrinology and Diabetes 
The University of Michigan Medical School 
Ann Arbor, MI 
 
James Sang, DPM (American Board of 
Podiatric Medicine representative)  
Private Practitioner  
Boston, MA  
 
Harry Schneider, DPM (CPME member)  
Program Director, Cambridge Health Alliance  
Cambridge, MA  
 
Michael Vaardahl, DPM (American Board of 
Foot and Ankle Surgery representative) 
Program Director, North Colorado Medical 
Center 
Greeley, CO 
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Specialty Board Recognition Committee Member

Alyssa Stephenson, DPM (Chair and member 
until October 18, 2025) 
Podiatrist, Carl T. Hayden Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center 
Phoenix, AZ 
 
Susan Stapleton, PhD; Chair beginning October 
18, 2025 (CPME member) 
Research Professor, Department of Chemistry 
Western Michigan University 
Kalamazoo, MI 
 
Judith Beto, PhD (psychometrician; term 
began April 1, 2025) 
Consultant 
Kirkland, WA 
 
Sean Grambart, DPM (CPME member; term 
began October 18, 2025) 
Assistant Dean of Clinical Affairs and Research 
Director 
Des Moines University College of Podiatric 
Medicine and Surgery 
West Des Moines, IA 
 
Tyson E. Green, DPM (APMA House of 
Delegates representative) 
Program Director 
Christus Saint Patrick Hospital 
Lake Charles, LA 
 
William Harris IV, DPM (APMA House of 
Delegates representative) 
Private Practitioner 
Lancaster, SC 
 
Tiffany Murano, MD (health-care community 
representative; term began April 1, 2025) 
Professor of Emergency Medicine at CUMC 
Columbia University Vagelos College of 
Physicians and Surgeons 

Attending Physician, New York Presbyterian 
Hospital 
New York, NY 
 
Daniel G. Murphy, MD, MBA (public representative) 
Chairman & Director of Quality, Department of 
Emergency Medicine, SBH Health System 
Affiliated Medical Professor, Department of 
Clinical Medicine, City University of New York 
School of Medicine 
Bronx, NY 
 
Lawrence Ramunno, MD, MPH, MBA (health-
care community representative; term ended 
March 31, 2025) 
Chief Clinical Officer 
Friend Health 
Chicago, IL 
 
James Sang, DPM (APBM and ABFAS certified 
practitioner or residency director) 
Chief of Podiatry 
VA Boston Healthcare System 
Boston, MA 
 
Harry P. Schneider, DPM (CPME member) 
Residency Program Director 
Cambridge Health Alliance 
Cambridge, MA 
 
Kara Schmitt, PhD (psychometrician; term 
ended March 31, 2025) 
Consultant 
Reading, MA 
 
Melanie Violand, DPM (CPME member; term ended 
July 31, 2025) 
Associate Dean, Arizona College of Podiatric 
Medicine, Midwestern University 
Glendale, AZ 
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Respectfully submitted by the Council on Podiatric Medical Education 2025:
 

Alyssa Stephenson, DPM; Chair 
Steven Vyce, DPM; Vice Chair 
Paul Di Liddo, DPM 
Sean Grambart, DPM 
Robert Joseph, DPM, PhD 
Jonathan Labovitz, DPM 
Jennifer Mathews, PhD 
Laura Sansosti, DPM 
Harry Schneider, DPM 
Amanda Soelle 
Susan Stapleton, PhD 
 

Heather Stagliano, DHSc, CAE,  
Executive Director 

Sandra Saylor, Director of Continuing 
Education Accreditation 

Nancy Chouinard, MEd, Director of Residency 
Accreditation 

Bertus Tempelhoff, Director of Fellowship 
Accreditation 

Angelica Grigsby, Accreditation Manager 
Briana Santos, Residency and Volunteer 

Program Coordinator 
Kimberly Griffis, Coordinator 
Magose Brichto, Program Assistant 
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